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Government to launch National Biosecurity Hub as part of implementing the Bio-
economy Strategy

The Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation, Dr Blade Nzimande, and the
Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, Ms Thoko Didiza, will
launch the National Biosecurity Hub in collaboration with the University of Pretoria.

The hub, an initiative of the Department of Science and Innovation's (DSI) Agricultural
Bioeconomy Innovation Partnership Programme, will facilitate collaborative efforts in the
national system of innovation to support the prevention, reduction and management of
crop and animal disease and other matters related to food safety in South Africa, will be
coordinated by Innovation Africa at the University of Pretoria.

Comprising industry, academia, science councils and government role players, the hub
will contribute to sustainable agricultural production and the safe trade of agricultural
products, services and processes.

The Agricultural Bio-economy Innovation Partnership Programme is currently managed
through the DSI’'s entity, the Technology Innovation Agency. The programme is
responsible for the funding, co-funding, coordination, facilitation and management of
multidisciplinary, multi-institutional research programmes, focusing on agricultural
bioinnovation, products, processes and services. The aim is to contribute to increased
productivity, food security and sustainable rural development.



The media are invited as follows:

Date: 11 October 2022

Time: 10:00 — 14:00

Venue: Future Africa Auditorium and Zoom

Link: https://lusO6web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN t2Xf2RO-0OXauj9mKvRAXog

For more information contact Thabang Setlhare at 072 659 9690 (DSI) or Rincert Moremi
at 012 319 6622 / 066 084 6192 / RincertM@dalrrd.gov.za.

Issued by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation.

Enquiries: Ishmael Mnisi at 066 037 8859.
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